THE GREAT STATE

-another side of Fabianism, still more subtle, which
professed to be a kind of restoration in kind of
property to the proletariat, and in this direction
they were more successful. A dexterous use, they
decided, was to be made of the Poor Law, the public
health authority, the education authority, and build-
ing regulations and so forth, to create, so to speak,
a communism of the lower levels. The mass of
people whom the forces of change had expropriated
were to be given a certain minimum of food, shelter,
education, and sanitation, and this, the socialists
were assured, could be used as the thin end of the
wedge towards a complete communism. The mini-
mum, once established, could obviously be raised
continually until either everybody had what they
needed or the resources of society gave out and set
a limit to the process.

This second method of attack brought the Fa-
bian movement into co-operation with a large amount
of benevolent and constructive influence outside
the socialist ranks altogether. Pew wealthy peo-
ple really grudge the poor a share of the neces-
sities of life, and most are quite willing to assist in
projects for such a distribution. But while these
schemes naturally involved a very great amount of
regulation and regimentation of the affairs of the
poor, the Fabian Society fell away more and more
from its associated proposals for the vsocialisation of
the rich. The Fabian project changed steadily in
character until at last it ceased to be in any sense
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